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Northern Pacific Railway Historical Association 
 In 1864 President Abraham Lincoln signed the charter for 
the Northern Pacific (NP) to open the northern tier of the 
United States to commerce with the rest of the world.  The 
process of completing the NP transcontinental mainline was 
characterized by geographic and engineering challenges, 
severe weather and the financial upheavals of 1873 and 
1893.  There were conflicts with native America tribes that 
affected the nation’s course and character giving rise to col-
orful individuals such as Sitting Bull and General Custer.  

The anti-trust legislation of 
the early 1900s and the human drama to com-
plete the mainline on time are part of the color-
ful history of the Northern Pacific.  

 Named the “All American Railroad” by 
David Morgan, editor of Trains Magazine in 
1985, he noted that the NP crossed almost 
every type of operating terrain from the flat-
lands in the east, to the rugged mountains of 

Mullan, Homestake, Bozeman and Stampede Passes.  The route of the NP 
treated its passengers to a nation-wide visual panorama of scenery from the lake 
country of Minnesota, the prairie grass lands and river bottoms of North Dakota 
through eastern Montana, the desert of eastern Washington and the unique rain 
forests of western Washington.  

 The Northern Pacific was also an innovator and pioneer in railroad opera-
tions and motive power.  The NP was the first to offer on-board dining services 
setting standards for excellence.  Development of the 4-8-4 and 2-8-8-4 steam 
locomotives, as well as refinement of the heavy-duty 2-8-2 locomotives were 

the result of inno-
vative NP engi-
neering.  The cen-
ter-beam flat car 
was developed by 
the NP to haul fin-

ished forest products, and the NP helped General Electric to become a competi-
tor to EMD in the second-generation diesel market.  There are many other firsts 
for the NP that makes it truly worthy to be called the “All American Railroad.” 

 The NPRHA is dedicated to preserving the history of the Northern Pacific 
Railway.  Our members do this by researching NP operations, equipment and 
facilities, along with encouraging modeling of the NP by 
working with manufacturers produce accurate NP products.  
Members are located throughout the world and include 
modelers, historians and NP veterans all working to keep 
the memory of this classic railroad alive.  The NP typifies 
the era when many people used passenger trains for travel, 
when freight trains had cabooses, when railroad stations 
were the center of activity in their town, when steam and 
diesel power shared the rails and when engines were main-
tained at the division points in a roundhouse.  

 Becoming an NPRHA  member is easy; register online (www.NPRHA.org) 
or send a request to:  

NPRHA Membership Services  
PO Box 2937, Kirkland, WA 98083-2937.  
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